The Localism Bill is structured around six key ‘actions’. These are as follows:
Action 1: Reducing bureaucracy
This will include removing the Regional Spatial Strategies, abolishing the Standards Board and removing the ‘predetermination’ rules whereby councillors are prevented from acting on local issues due to the risk of challenge that they are biased. The Comprehensive Area Agreement, Local Area Agreements and the Audit Commission have already been abolished, and government departments will be examining where further bureaucracy can be removed.

Action 2: Empowering communities
The Bill will give local authorities a general power of competence, allowing them to do anything not specifically prohibited by law. The Bill also provides the Community Right to Buy, which allows communities to bid for local assets threatened with closure, and will reform the planning system to provide local communities with more rights. The Free Schools policy will allow people to set up state-funded schools, and the Right to Request will give NHS staff the right to form social enterprises to run the services they deliver.

Action 3: Increasing local control of public finance
The Bill will remove the cap on council tax, replacing it with the power for local residents to veto excessive council tax increases. The Bill will also require local authorities to allocate a proportion of Community Infrastructure Levy revenues back to the neighbourhood from which it was raised. The Government has removed ring fencing on local authority budgets, and wants to promote the pooling of funding to create ‘community budgets’.

Action 4: Diversifying the supply of public services
The Bill includes a community Right to Challenge to run local authority services, as well as the community Right to Buy. The Free Schools policy is intended to provide schools which reflect the character and requirements of local communities, and there will be Rights to Provide across public services which will allow staff to make proposals to take over and run the service.

Action 5: Transparency and public scrutiny
Local authorities will be required to produce an annual statement setting out their policy on remuneration of chief officers. Central government departments currently have to publish spend and tender data for items of £25,000 or more, while local authorities will be required to publish every item of expenditure over £500.

Action 6: Strengthening accountability to local people
The Localism Bill contains reforms intended to provide more opportunities for local people to vote on issues. These include the power to instigate local referendums and measures to provide for directly elected mayors in 12 cities in England. The Government also intends to expand existing measures, such as individual budgets for social care.

