
[image: image1.png]




Attendees:-
John Brownscombe – IoW

Hannah Bussey – GOSE

Cllr Andrew Bowles – Chair & representing Swale LSP

Valerie Carter – SEEDA

Cllr Raymond Ellis – Hampshire County Council

Angela Gilmour - SERCC

Liz Harrison – Kent Rural Board

Cllr Maureen Holding – New Forest District LSP

Tim Parry – Community Council for Berkshire

Roger Paterson – West Sussex Rural Forum

Julie Price – GOSE

Jennifer Shaw – Kent Strategy & Enabling Partnership

Marilyn Smuland – Community Action Hampshire

Paulina Stockell – Maidstone LSP

Jacinta Thorley – SERCC

Stephen Turner – SERCC

Linda Watson – Oxfordshire Rural Forum

Nigel Whitburn – Action with Communities in Rural Kent

Warren Whyte – Aylesbury Vale LSP

Minutes
 14th September 2009

11 – 3
at the 
The Resource Centre, 356 Holloway Rd, London N7 6PA

Welcome:  Minutes of last meeting -Andrew Bowles: Chair & Leader; Swale Borough Council –  The Chair welcomed new members to the Forum John Brownscombe, Cllr Maureen Holding and Paulina Stockwell and offered apologies from members unable to attend.  The Secretariat for the SE Rural Forum has been devolved by GOSE to the South East Rural Community Councils (SERCC).
Matters arising from the Minutes of Last meeting - Action points from the last meeting: - Following on from Roger Patterson's Presentation at the last meeting on "Home Working", RP has secured funding for skills training specifically aimed at the set up of business operating from home.  The members proposed that a formal letter should be sent to SEEDA from the Forum and the Rural Board asking what support could be offered to rural businesses and home workers. 
Action: The Chair is to put this proposal to the Rural Board, and if agreed, a joint letter will be sent to SEEDA.
Rural Forum website – In the new role as Secretariat, SERCC will update the website regularly and provide an e-newsletter www.rfse.org.uk. The SERCC CEO would welcome submissions and case studies of good practice on rural service delivery from Forum members.  VC informed the Forum that the SEEDA website has been updated and she will ensure there is a link to the Rural Forum SE.  Rural Forum SE publicity flyers can be obtained from SERCC if you email to rdm@sercc.org.uk.  The dates for the next two meetings are 17th November 2009 and 2nd February 2010.

Action: VC to check that there is a link from the SEEDA website to the Rural Forum SE website. 

Update on Rural Board activity: Andrew Bowles/Hannah Bussey GOSE – There are concerns about budgetary restrictions going forward but the SE Rural Forum has the support of the Rural Minister, Dan Norris. 
AB has formed a working group to explore the issues affecting rural broadband in this region. The CEO of Kent CC has offered to host a meeting of stakeholders to take the project forward. Sue Beer, the Rural Towns Co-Ordinator in Kent, is submitting a funding bid to INTEREG on behalf of the Rural Towns Partnership to look at Broadband access.   
HB is producing a paper on Broadband Access in Rural Areas of the SE, which will be presented to the Rural Board on 18th September.  HB asked the Forum for input on how the Board can influence the Government Agenda on Rural Broadband access.   
VC informed the members that the European Economic Rescue Programme will look at the role of Broadband in Economic regeneration and is proposing to the RDPE group that they use the entire money for this work.  SEEDA are looking for examples of local community best practice around accessing broadband. 
Julie Price (GOSE), reminded members that the South East England Partnership Board are preparing 6 “think pieces” one of which will be on technical innovation and economic growth and members contributions on Broadband, that could be included would be useful.  It was noted that Crispin Moore of the CRC has published a report on Broadband in Rural areas.  
The six think pieces are:-

· Climate Change and a low carbon Society

· Demographic change and the ageing population

· Improving Housing Affordability

· Technical innovation & economic growth

· Dealing with economic disadvantage
· Funding for infrastructure & investment
The five priorities of the Rural Board were outlined at the last meeting they are:- 

· Regional Architecture

· Rural Evidence

· Rural Broadband

· Healthy Living

· Affordable Housing

If any members can contribute evidence on these priorities please contact the Chair.

Action: - Rural Forum SE Members to support GOSE and the Chair with evidence on the five priorities and the Think Tank pieces.

Getting Rural On the Agenda: Two Positive Case Studies – at the last Forum meeting, members asked for case studies from LAs who were actively working to develop rural strategies.  Cllr Ray Ellis from Hampshire gave the attached presentation on rural work in Hampshire.       
Liz Harrison: Rural Regeneration Manager for Kent CC presented on the Kent Rural Strategy her presentation is available on the Rural Forum SE website www.rfse.org.uk as it is too large to circulate as an attachment. 
LGA Rural Commission & Synergy with The Rural Forum - Andrew Bowles – Chairman of LGA Rural Commission gave a presentation on the work of the LGA Rural Commission which is attached.
Update on Rural Share of Deprivation - Jacinta Thorley SERCC 
JT informed members that she had three pieces of evidence work to report on which covered more than the share of deprivation.
OCSI regional data – JT said that it was a complex evidence base and there was the danger that some regional figures would mask the reality of deprivation at the local level.  She suggested that members of the Forum needed to look at the statistic for their areas and use them locally.  Kent, Oxfordshire and Sussex are using the report to raise the profile of rural issues in their counties.  
However there were some significant regional figures arising from the evidence which begin to provide a good evidence base for the rural case.
39% of people working from home live in Rural Areas.
32% of Pensioners live in rural areas 
27% of Young People live in rural areas.
JT needs to do more work with the data and will continue to report back to the Forum as the evidence base develops

The data can be found at www.rural-evidence.org.uk and has information by county, district and unitary.  
CLP Database – Rural Community Councils (RCCs) have supported communities to undertake 876 Community Led Plans (CLPs) across the Region. They have developed a CLP Database, which goes live at the end of September. This database maps the actions from CLPs against priorities in the Sustainable Community Strategies and against 29 community indicators.  The database can be interrogated at Parish, District, County and Regional level.  It has the ability to provide evidence of community need and activity.   Members of the Forum, LAs and Communities will be able to use this resource and add CLPs and Market Town Healthchecks by contacting their local RCC.  It will be free of charge until March 2010.  
Rural Mainstreaming – The report commissioned by the Forum is in draft and will be available at the next meeting.
Rural Services Network: A response to the Rural Manifesto- The Forum held round table discussions on the Manifesto and offered a variety of input.  SERCC will use this to develop a Rural Forum SE response. The Forum felt the Manifesto had many gaps.

Action: - SERCC to respond to the Rural Manifesto on behalf of the Rural Forum SE
Following this discussion the Forum identified a need to articulate major rural issues in our Region in a format which could easily be disseminated. They set themselves the task of identifying the 10 big rural issues in the SE.  Once these have been agreed the Forum will look to produce a card similar to the Rural Forum SE Flyer which can be used as an influencing profile raising tool.

Action: - Rural Forum members to email SERCC with identified big rural issues by 16th October 2009 rdm@sercc.org.uk
Actions before next meeting on 17th November 2009- 
· Update from Rural Board Meeting to be circulated by SEEDA through SERCC

· 10 big issues to be decided

· Letters from the chair of the Rural Board and Forum re Rural Business and Home Workers support to be sent to SEEDA
· Response to the Rural Manifesto to be submitted by SERCC by 30th September
AOB – Proposed Agenda for 17th November Rural Forum SE to be held in London
· Presentation by the Audit Commission on Rural in CAA
· Report on Rural Proofing in LAAs and LSPs – Action in Rural Sussex
· Broadband Report – Chair & GOSE
· Oxfordshire report on using OSCI – Oxfordshire CC ( TBC) 
· West Sussex presentation on embedding rural in their LA Strategies

Topics for future meetings

· Local Food

· Update on the RASP and Case Studies

· SEEDA evidence for the Rural Board

· Regional Climate Change by UKCIP

Date for the next meetings –

17th November 2009
2nd February 2010
SERCC Regional Development Manager
24 September 2009







To help inform and develop delivery of rural policy and services in the region
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