Rural Forum for the South East
Beechwood Hall and Rural Park
Lewes
5th March 2009
10:00 to 15:30
10:00
     Tea/Coffee on arrival
10.30       Welcome and Introduction of the day





· 
Chairman’s Report – x2
· South East Rural Board Feedback
11.0 0      The Rural Share of deprivation - Developing and interpreting the       evidence base – Dr Tom Smith – Oxford Consultants for Social Inclusion (OCSI)
11.30      County Priorities  -  Emerging themes & next steps – A representative from each of the counties will be asked to feedback on 1 of their priorities
County Rural Fora were asked to submit a list of the top 5 priorities in their area. The aim of this was to help the Forum develop a common consensus on priority policy issues and help in conversations with the CRC as to what to prioritise in the Region.

12.15 
Membership and Chair of the Forum 
1. To review membership nominations from LSPs, County Rural Partnership and Rural Community Councils and any gaps remaining to be filled 
2. To agree any action needed to ensure a balance of representation from LSPs (ie Parish Councils, Police, PCTs etc) 
3. To agree terms of office and rotation of Chair / Vice Chair between sectors 
4.   To elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman 
12.45 
Lunch & Ballot

13.30 
Announcement of New Chairman – New Chairman to chair remainder of meeting.
13.40 
Economic downturn impact on Rural Communities – Commission for Rural Communities –Crispin Moor. 
14.20
Sub-National Review – What does this mean for Rural Communities? – GOSE -  20 mins scene setting followed by Q and A. The objective is that after this session Forum members are better equipped to enter SNR discussions in the future.
15.010 AOB
· Ministers meetings: 

Thursday 14 May 2009 

Thursday 24 September 2009 

Thursday 3 December 2009
Agendas for these meetings are yet to be set. 
· Date of next meeting:


To be agreed by the Forum.
15.20 Summary
15.30 Close
